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EXTRACT 
FROM A DISCOURSE ON THE DIVINE UNITY, 
By ISAAC PIERCE, Minister of the Gospel. 
[Concluded from page 324.] 

At the 3d verse of the viii. ch. we are told who 
the mother of Immanuel, or the child mention- 
@d in our text was—who the young woman was 
that conceiveth and beareth a son ;—she was the 
wife of Isaiah, she was the virgin, that bore 
the child given for a sign to Ahaz, it was an 
event then, and there tw take place, even at 
Jerusalem and during the siege. This child 
that Isaiah told the king, God would give fo 
a sign to him—has thence different names. In 
the vii. chap, he is called Immanuel, which 
sign fies, as we have seen, that God was with 
his people to preserve them in the danger and 
distress of the seige, and to deliver them from 
their enemies. In the viii, the child is called 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz, a name which signifies, 
“ making speed to the spoil, he hasteneth to 
the prey.” This indicated the coming of Tig- 
lath-pi-leser king of the. Assyrians against the 
cities Samaria and Damascus, while their kinys 
were beseiging Jerusalem. with their armies, 
Jeaving their own cities an easy prey to the inva- 
ding Assyrian. The reason given for this name, 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz, by the prophet is, that 
“ before the child shall have knowledge to cry, 
my Father and my mother, the riches of Da- 
mascus, and the spoil of Samaria, shall be ta- 
ken away before the king of Assyria, ver. 4.— 
Hence the pertinency of this child born of 
Isaiah’s wife, the young prophetoss, during the 
seige. This same child is called in our text, 
besides Immanuel and Maher-shalal-bash-baz, 
the wonderful counsellor, because it was the 
counsel of God, who is wonderful in counsel, 
that the seige should be raised and peace and 
plenty smile again on ‘the city. his child 
was the sign that the wonderful counsel of Je- 
hovah should stand while the evil counsel of 
the confederate kings should not stand, ver. 7, 
of vii. chap, ‘Fhis child is also called as a 
‘sign to Aha, the mighty GOD, because the 





deliverance of Jerusalem could only be effect- 
ed by the mighty GOD, the GOD of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of David—ihe Al- 
mighty ruler of heaven and earth, that caused 
this child to be horn of the young prophetess, 
as a sign and confirmation to Ahaz, would de- 
liver his people. The child is, therefore, call- 
ed the mighty God because it was a sign given 
by the mighty God of David, of his favor to- 
wards his children. This ehild is also culled 
the father of futurity, or as Dr. Priestly would 
render it, the father of eternity. Bishop 
Lowth, translates it fhe Father of everlasting 
age :— Because this child of Isaiah’s was a sign 
to Ahaz, that he who promised him and _ his 
people a speedy deliverance, was the father 
futurity, as well as the mighty God, wonderfu 
in counsel to defeat the adversaries of Judah, 
and therefore to him all events were known; 
he could foresee all things that he chose to, 
and, therefore, could never be disppointed in 
his calculations, or deceived by unexpected e- 
vents; and, lastly, this child is called the 
Prince of Peace, because he was a sign of 
peace to Ahaz and the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem ; because before he should know to refuse 
the evil, aud choose the good, the land should 
become desolate by whose two kings Ahaz and 
Judah were so distressed, And, before the 
child shall have knowledge to cry, my father, 
and my mother, the riches « f Damascus, and the 
spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before 
the king of Assyria; and within three scure 
and five years shall Ephraim, i. e. the ten tribes, 
be broken that itbe not a people; therefore, 
this child was the Prince of Peace and plenty, 
butter and honey shall he eat, and in his days 
Judah shal] have peace. 

Thus it turns out upon examination that this 
famous passige so frequently adduced, to prove 
the Supreme Deity of Jesus of Nazareth has 
no! the least distant relation to him: but is 
confined in its meaning and intended applica- 
tion to that particular child of the prophetess, 
born during the seige of Jerusalem, by Pekah, 
king of Israel, and Rezin king of Syria, and 
given asa sign from God to Ahaz the then 
king, that He was his friend and preserver for 
David his father’s sake, and would be with his 
people to deliver them from their enemies: 
For, “ behold, says Isaiah, behold I, and the 
children whom Jehovah hath given me, ave 
for signs and for wonders in Israel from Jehoe 
vah of Hosts,” ver. 18, vii. chap. This also 
appears from the circumstance, that when God 





sent Isaiah first to Ahaz he directed hia to 
* 90 forth now to meet Ahaz, thou and Shear. 
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Jashub thy Son,” 3 ver. vii. Now, wherein 
does the particular propriety, or meaning in- 
tended in taking this particular Son with him 
when he went to encourage and console the af- 
flicted King, appear ? Itappears in this the 
name of the child—Shear-Jashub, which signi- 
fies a remnant will return; thus God, hy di- 
recting the prophet totake his child of this 
rame with him at his first audience with the 
king, clearly intimated to A haz that the besieg- 
ing army would diminish ; and that their league 
against Judah would be totheir hurt, and end, 
as it did, in their overthrow by the Assyrian 
monarch; a remnant only shall return to their 
countries, of all this besieging host. Thus were 
the children of Isaiah for signs, and wonders 
in Israel from the Lord. Thus was the boy 
named Immanuel, Maher-shalal-hash-baz, and 
wonderful counsellor, the mighty God, the 
Father of futurity, or future time, the Prince of 
Peace, to be for a sign to Ahiz, and a wonder, 
or to indicate the wonderful counsel of Jehovah, 
whose zeal, we are told at the 7th ver. chap. 
ix. would perform this, viz, what had been 
promised Ahaz from the Lord, of speedy de- 
liverance, plenty and peace, and the destruc- 
tion of his enemies. The zeal of Jehovah of 
hosts will perform this, make it all good, before 
the child Immanuel—should know good from 
evil, or be able to pronounce his father’s name. 
It appears to me, that originally, all these titles 
or names in our text given to Isaiah’s Son, were 
included in some compound word significant of 
them all ; and this word was the name of the 
boy ; as for instance, Immanuel, or Shear-Jas- 
hub, or Maher-shalal-hash-baz ; the name 
Shelemiah, which signifies, “ God is my per- 
fection, my happiness, my peace,” or some- 
thing like it was what originally, was given to 
the child of Isaiah in the text. I mention 
Shelemiah to show that one Hebrew word or 
name included many particulars in it, and was 
made upof significant phrases; and had a 
significam. meai.ing as has appeared. 


2d, I have to observe that no one need be 
startled at such names and titles being given to 
Isaiah’s Son, as Immanuel, Maher-shalal-hash- 
baz, aud wonderful counsellor, the mighty God, 
the Father of futurity, the Prince of Peace. 
For ihe Hebrews were in the practice of giv- 
ing their children such names as were signifi- 
cant of particular providence, favor received, 
and interpositions of God imtheir behalf. The 
cusiom was a general one, and besides this, 
here was a particular case, the child was given 
for a sign and a‘surety to the king in his calam- 
ity, given by God, and the name also as signifi- 
cant of his regard to the house of David and 
Judah. Thus Samuel was a name given by 
Hannah, the wife of Elkanah, to her Son, be- 
cause she prayed God for a man child ; hence 
her prayer keing granted, she named her Son, 
Samuel, “ because said she, I have asked him 
of the Lord.” Samuel signifies, heard of God, 
asked of God, 





Why was Sarah’s Son that she bore Abraham 
in his old age, called Isaac, but from the cir. 
cumstance of her laughing at the prediction of 
the angei of the Lord that such. an even, 
should take place ; hence Isaac signifies laugh. 
ter. Why was Hagar’s Son called, Ishmael, 
name, that signifies, ‘‘ God that hears,” but to 
perpetuate, and hold in grateful remefbrance 
the mercy and kindness of God to her, in her 
forlorn and helpless condition in the wilderness 
of Shur ; hence she called her Son, “ God that 
hears.” One cannot but remark, that had our 
Lord Jesus been named Ishmael, God tha 
hears, what a strong proof would the significa. 
tion of this name been deemed to substantiate 
his Deity. Had our Saviouf been called (Ish. 
mael ) God that hears, instead of Jesus, which 
signifies a deliverer, or Saviour, we, no doubt, 
should have heard as much about the meaning 
of the name Ishmael, as we now do about Isa. 
iah’s son being called the mighty God, and 
God with us. ° He is called, his very name im. 
ports, God that hears, the advocates for his 
Deity would say ; und who, then will” presume 
to call in question ihe seli-existence and di 
vinity of one that is called God that hearst 
Or had Christ been named Hezekish. a name 
which signifies, the sirength of Jehovah, tie 
name would, no doubt, have been urged 
proof of his Deity ; but who ever though tha 
Ahaz’s son and successor was the selt-existent 
God ; because he bore a name that signified 
the strength of Jehovah: viz. Hezekiah, 


I shall mention a,few more Hebrew names to 
show you that nothing was more common & 
mong the Jews, than to give their children 
names significant of singular favors and remark 
able providences ; and, therefore, nothing cas 
be brought in proof of the self-existence an 
Deity of any man mentioned in the sacred 
scriptures from the names and titles given to 
them in the Bible. And had our Great Mastet 
Jesus, the Christ of God, been called in scrip- 
ture, God—iike God—the strength of Jeho- 
vah, it would have been no proof whatever that 
he was any thing more than a man; for let 
Christ, or any other prophet be called by what 
name or title soever he may, yet it is no proof 
or evidence of his Deity. Jezreel, for in- 
stance, signifies, “* seed of God, the brightness 
of Jehovah, but, even had this name been giv- 
en to Christ, it would no more have proved his 
Deity, than it did the Son of Hosea, whom 
Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, bearhim Yet 
I question, had this name, “ Seed of God, 
brightness of Jehovah,” been given by the ate 
gel to our Lord Jesus,the mistaken ad 
vocates for his Deity would have brought it fore 
ward as an argument of great weight on their 
side. Other names of Hebrew men were of 
singular import : 


Lydalia, the greatness of Jehovah ¢ 
Micaiah, who is like God ; : 
Isaiah, the salvation of Jehovah ¢ 
Nathaniel, the gift of God 3 
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~ John, the grace, or mercy of Jehovah ; 
Lemuel, God with them, or him ; 
Kemuel; Ged is risen ; 


tain, whose presence fills heaven and earth, 
was deposited in a manger, rocked in a cradle, 


Eliathah, thou art my God. This man was! and would have perished, an helpless puling in- 
the Son of Heman, the king’s Seer. 1. Chron, | fant, but for the support of his turse—was 
xxv. 4.5. Now to call this man, thou art my hungry, faint, weary, whipped, spit upon, and 
God, Eliathah, wasa common thing for this was | put to a cruel death by Roman Soldiers ; this is 
his neme ; and, this very circumstance, that the impossible ; and, therefore, no evidence can 


Hebcésig.did give such names to their children, 
should teach us how little the name of a man 
will go in just argument to prove him to be 
God, the self-existent Jehovah ! And let this 
fact teach us, that simce the Hebrews did give 
names to their sons which imported self-exis- 
tence and Supreme Deity; that no name or 
title given to Christ in sacred scripture, can 
ssibly prove his Deity—even had his name 
een Eliathah, “thou art my God,” or Eliel ; 
God my God, Still mortal men bore these 
names among the Jews ; our Lord Jesus might 
even be celled in sacred scripture, God my 
God, Eliel ; ortiyu art my God, Eliathah, 
nd yet be the son of Mary, of the seed of Da- 
vid, according to the scriptures. a human being 
as other men were whoboie hese names. 
When, therefore, any of you, my hearers, are 
told, by the advocates of the Trinity, in proof 
ef the Deity ot your Lord Jesus; that he is 
called wonderful counsellor, the mighty God, 
the Father of futurity, the Prince of Peace ; 
you need not take the pains which I have taken 
to show whose child it was, to whom these 
names and titles were given ; but only tell them 
that Hager’s son was named, “* God that hears.” 
That Ahaz’ son was called the strength of 
Jehovah, while Heman, the Seer’s Son was cali- 
ed “ thou art my God :” and a man of the half 
tribe of Manasseh, was named “ God my 
God.”—That the son of John, who was the 
prophet Samuel’s great grand father, was nam- 
ed, “ He is my God, himself.” (Elihu) I. Sam. 
i. 1. Job xxxii. 6, And he who prophesied in 
the reign of Abab and was fed by ravens at the 
brook Cherith, near Jordan, was named God 
Jehovah, And if this does not convince them 
that the names and titles given to Jesus of 
Nazareth, are-no proof at all of his self-exis- 
teuce and Deity ; it may be vain to argue with 





them; rather pray for them, that the light of 


prove it true—we.ought to look for none, and 
shut our ears when men talk so profanely as 
they must, who would support the Trinity, 
And may God, onr Heavenly Father, adored 
through all worlds, preserve us from being left 
to believe in the human doctrine of a Trinity ; 
may his grace keep us from from falling’ into 
such an error, and preserve us frum the awful 
darkness of the reigning orthodoxy. We believe 
in the living God who never was dead, who 
cannot die. 

Lastly. I remark, that there are various 
ways in which our text is rendered :—The Ixx. 
Hebrew translators, who, 480 years before 
Christ was born, translated the Old Testament 
out of \he original Hebrew into the Greek lan- 
guage for Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of E- 
gypt, render it, “And his name shall be called 
the messenger of the Great Design,” God to de- 
liver Ahaz and Jerusalem from their besiegers, 
the messenger of this design was Isaiah’s son, 
Mr. Dodson gives it in these words: * and his 
name (i. e. the name of the child then born) 
shall be called, The messemser of the Great 
Design ; the father of the age; the Prince of 
Peace.” Another translator renders it, “ And 
the wonderous Jehovah, the Counsellor, the 
mighty God, the Father of futurity, hath called 
his name, the Prince of Peace.” Theo. Repos. 
v. 184, quoted by Dr. Freeman. According 
to Dr. Wall, of the Episcopal church of Eng- 
land;—the Alexandrian copy is as follows: 
“ And his name is called the angel of the 
council, wonderful counsellor, the mighty, the 
powerful, the Prince of Peace, the Father of 
the age to come,” 

(Note—The Syriac and Arabic translations 
he telis us, are the same, or nearly the same, 
as the Vatican.) 

The words, wonderful counsellor, the migh- 
ty God, &c. never were, says (Jr, Wall, the E- 


truth may shine into their minds. To argue | niscopalian, nor any like them, in any Greek 
further would be tike lighting up more can-| or Latin bible, till afier Aduila’s translation, 
dies to make a blind man see. :(about 125 years after Christ,) and, adds he, 
I observe here, once for all, that no proof, | not presently after neither, for Aquila did not 
uot even miricles, can be sufficient to establish | put in the word Theos, though the other words 
the doctrine of the Trinity ; that no evidence , he did, and, therefore, these records being in a 
can be sufficient mt gi that he who was born | book pretending 16 a date before Aquila’s time, 
of a woman, nursed, and brought up to man- give as plain a proof of being.forged, or being 
hood, and who died on the Cross at the age of anti-dated, as a certain bond did, which being 
about 33: years, was the one self-existent Jeho- brought into court appeared to be written on 
vah, our Creator and Supreme God. Chris- | paper which hada certain stamp, or paper-ma- 
tians ought not to believe this on any evi- ker’s mark, but was dated before any paper of 
dence, An impossibility admits not of proof, that stamp was ever made. Quoted by Thom- 
38 not to be credited, and I take this to be oné. as Foster from p. 25 of Dr. Wall’s Preface te 
I is impossible that the eternal self-exisient Je- his Critical Notes on the Old Testament, pub- 
ovah, the maker and preserver of all things, lished in two vols, 8vo. A. D. 1784. 
should be bern of one of his creatures; that} Mr. Bester, the Quaker writer, obsorvos, 
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that it is granted, that, in the text, the word 
Theos, God, is used, but the same term is ap- 

plied to Moses, and to other rulers of the peo- 
le. 

“The Hebrew words used in this text, are 
not, “ Hael Haggibbor,” “the Creat, the 
Mighty God,” which ovcurin Jer. xxxii. 18, 
but “ El Gibbor,” a mighty God, the estab- 
lishment of whose throne is described in the 
text, as wholly depending upon, ‘ the zeal of 
Jehovah.” TT. Foster’s Narrative, p. 222, 
London, printed by C. Stower, Hackney, 1813. 


“Surely,” says the great and immortal 
Locke, “ it is high time to correct that known 
false reading, and most glaring self-contradic- 
tion in our English bibles, in which a child is 
styled the everlasting Faiher, instead of the 
Father of the age to come.” “It is not suffi- 
cient,” continues he, “ that learned men know 
this perversion of the sacred text, it should be 
made pl-in and evident to all ; as we find chris- 
tians continually misled by it, into dark and de- 
basiig otions of the eternal, unchangeable 
God.” Quoted by J. Smith, and T. Foster. 


The bible plainly, and explicitly teaches us, 
tha: there is bunt ONE God the Father, of whom 
are all things: who is above all: who has no 
partner to divide his empire of the universe, or 
to share lis glory, and receive his worship. 

1 Cor. viii. 6; Ephes. iv. 6; Isa. xliv. 6,8; 
xl. 18, xlvi.93 xlvili, 113 xlv. 5, 6, 7, 12, 18, 
21, 22. The bible declares— Moses declared 
—Christ declared, that, Jehovah our God is 
ONE Jehovah. If, therefore, we believe 
Christ, believe in the bible, we must reject the 
trinity as a gross and debasing error—-the scan- 
dal of christianity. Itis declared to be life e- 
ternal to know the Father of Jesus Christ, and 
of christians, to be the Only true God: and 
while the Unitarian doctrine has this high sanc- 
tion, Jet us hold it fast as it is, the truth ;—and 
strive to conform our hearts and lives to it, and 
live under its holy and happy influence, That 
we may, at last, attain to that rich and immor- 
tal reward promised us, in another world, by 
Jesus Christ, the beloved of the Father. 


Itis said that when his Excellency Elder Butler 
Was pronouncing the last words of his Speech 
before the Legislature on Friday the 13th in- 
stant—a solemn voice issued from the Gallery : 


“ Sing Mear.”— Vermont Paper. 


A clergyman, (Rev. Mr. Van Horne) of 
Montgomery county, N. Y. aged 62, married 
his thousandth couple on the 20th ult. One of 
the physicians of the same county, now in the 
prime of life, had been present at the birth of 
nearly four thousand children ! 


A woman was recently exposed in the pillo- 
ry and branded, at Paris—the capital of civili- 
zation and chivalry! “ During the time of her 
being exposed,” says the Paris paper, she was 
agitated by a convulsive trembling ; and when 


the branding iron was applied to her shoulder, 


she uttered a piercing shrick.” However ¢. 

normous her crime, that shriek should have 
| pierced the heart of every man who could ree 
| collect his mother, or had a daughter, sister 9} 
| wife. A truly refined, humane and wise legis. 
, lation would proscribe all penal exposure, ang 
| abolish corporeal infliction, in the case of fey 
| males.—Nat. Gaz. eh, 
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IMPORTANT PROPOSAL, 

It is with great satisfaction that we announce 
to the public, that an arrangement is contem 
plated, by which, if we are not mistaken, the 
cause of truth and righteousness will be promo 
ted more extensively and effectually than it 
can be by any otbr means. 

It is proposed by a number of preachers, to 
establish a CIRCUIT in the district under the 
jurisdiction of the Genesee and Chauteuque 
Associations ; and in this way to supply many 
of the destitute places in this region, with the 
stated ministration of the word of life. If suck 
an arrangement cau be effected, it will doubt- 
less meet the approbation of our brethren gen 
erally ; and it is hoped that much good may re. 
sult from the measure. But nothing can h 
done without the co-operation of our brethren, 

That nothing may prevent the plan. being 
carried into immediate effect, we would recom, 
mend the following preliminary steps, viz. 

1. Let the brethren in each place in the 
counties belonging to the two associations, who 
are desirous to have preaching, meet as svonas 
may be, and consult upon the subject. 

2. Let it be ascertained at such meeting 
how much can be paid promptly, towards de 
fraying the expenses of the preachers: and ap* 
point some one or more to solicit and obtain 
donations for that purpose. 

3. Let the brethren select the most eligible 
place for divine worship, and make the néces- 
sary arrangements for meetings. 

4. After the necessary measures are adop. 
ted, and means provided, let the clerk of each 
society, (or if there be no society clerk, some 
one appointed to do that duty) send to the 
“ Editor of the Gospel Advocate,” a request 
for ashare of the labors of those composing the 
Circuit, accompanied with a statement of the 
condition of the cause in the vicinity of the 
place represented, the amount raised for pro 


curing preaching, and the place where meet~ 











igs would | be best attended, or most convenii- | 


ent. ., 
If the brethren comply with the above re- 


commendation, they may rest assured, that if 
God permit, they shall receive their proportion 
of preaching, according to the amount contrib- 
uted, as s00n as sufficient encouragement is af- 
forded fF four ministers, during one year. 

The demands of those composing the associ- 
ation will by no means be unreasonable, and 
their labors will be directed towards the ad. 
gancement of the good cause of impartial grace 
andtruth. Those who feel interested, are res- 


ully requested to lose no time in giving in- 
formation as above mentioned, as any delay 
may prevent their receiving advantage from 
the arrangement.— Editor. 


APPEAL TO UNIVERSALISTS. 

That the present condition of the world is not as it 
shonld be, is a proposition which no universalist will 
deoy. Although light and knowledge are rapidly in_ 
creasing, yet the minds of thousands are neither irradi 
wed by the former, nor disenthralled by the redeem- 
ing principles of the latter. It is true that much has 
already been done towards demolishing the strong 
holds of bigoted ‘error ; but so long as there is, on the 
footstool of God, an unenlightened soul, there remains 
ao important work to be done by those who have 
been Converted toa knowledge ofthe truth. The 
present period is an eventful one. Unborn genera- 
tions will either be benefited by the labors of our 
hands, or injured by our apathy or indifference. The 
efforts of enlightened agd liberal christians will @the: 
chain the devil of the world, or render his roarings 
more intolerable and alarmiug. For so long.as ig. 
norance and duplicity remain for the monster to 
feed upon, he will live, and in his train will be found 
the preachers of his eternity, and the admirers of his 
craft. The struggle for victory, therefore, will be 
worse than useless, unless it shall be entire- 

Jy successful; and hence we may conclude, that it 
is the duty of every universalist to be “up and do- 
ing.” a 

It is foundly believed, that every sincere univer: 
salist is duly impressed with the importance of activ. 
ty and untireing perseverance in the cause of truth 
and gospel liberty. Nay, we know that our breth- 
ren are generally disposed to make every reasonable 
exertion and all necessary sacrifices, to extend the 
cause of our God and of his Christ. But without 
union and co-operation the best exertions will be un 
availing. Two things appear, therefore, to be es- 
sential to the prosperity of our cause. First, a con- 
eentration of our strength; secondly, the use of such 
means as are wisely adapted to the end in view. 

Relative to the first, it may be remarked, that as 
a body, the universelists are numerous, and highly 
respectable. We are aware that this statement may 
be denied, by onr opponents; but in many places t 
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18 apparent, that the weight of character and influ< 

ence, is decidedly on our side. Indeed, in most pla- 

ces whete a fair trial has been made, it has appeared, 

that our bigoted opponents ate inthe minority. And 

we aver, that could the proper steps be taken, in nine 

plees out often a similar result would be reahzed.— 

But the truth is this; there are hundreds of universal- 

ists who contribute—and o‘ten liberally, for the sup- 

port of our opponents ! Being destitute of such preach- 

ing as they inwardly approve, and half believing “ a- 

ny preaching is better than none,” they contribute for 

the support oferror! This practice strenghtcus the 
hands, and encourages the hearts of our opponents» 

aod also weake.s and paralizes the exertions of our 
own body. We doubt not tbat many of our brethren 

who have done tius, have acted from eprght md- 

tives; but the practice is radically wrong, and 
should be abolished entirely. Our friends should not 
go upon the principle that error answers as a substi- 
tute fur truth; and we have sometimes thought, that 
a universalist, who gives of his substance for the sup- 
port of orthodox error, is unwortliy ofthe name of & 
devout follower of our redecmer. If we judge -cor- 
rectly, the. universalist is bouad by the most solemn 
obligations to abstain from giving any thing to aid the 
cause oferror: It is treason against the principles 
of mural right, to pull down wich one hand, and build 
up with the other; and we appeal to every honest 
heart in confirmation of the forgoing statements.— 
We say in the language of Christ, * He that is not 
for usis against us ;"—and we cannot serve God 
and Mammon, nor error and truth at the same time. 
We call on our brethren, therefore, to unite ander 
the banner of TRUTH, and so effect a concentration 
of our strength, as to make an end of every thing like 
double mindedness. Let societies be formed and at- 
tended to; let a firm compact be formed of the lov- 
ers of truth; and let those who minister in heaven 

ly things be known, eneonraged, and supported. 

In relation to the means necessary to secure the 
triumph oftruth, a great deal might be said. It is 
hardly necessary to contend, that preachersshould be 
encouraged, for it is Evinent thatthey are preemin- 
ently useful in disseminating the gospel; and God 
has appointed them as instruments to declare his sal- 
vation. The heralds of God's salvation claim no 
particular affinity with the lovers of «fat salaries;” 
but they claim, and should receive, a comfortable 
subsistence. We hold it to be self evident, that the 
exorbitant demands of the clergy are wicked ; but it i 
as evident, that he who spends his.strength, his time, 
and his very life, without a reasonable expectation of 
a comfortable support for himself and family, has de- 
nied the faith, and is worse than an wnfidel! If thié 
be true, it follows, that a miuister of the gospel it 
criminal if he labors, for any considerable time, a- 
mong thase who neglect, or refuse, to make »easona 
ble exertions to contribute of their earthly things for 
bis support. We are ofthe opinion, therefore, that 
preachers should not becalled upon to laborin the 
vineyard of our Lord, unless it is prievously ascertain” 
ed that a reasopable compensation can be made for 





their services. God only knows the sufferings of 
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Preaches, to which they are oftentimes subjected by 
the carelessness of their friends; and it is hoped that 
the time is at hand when many of their troubles. will 
be removed, by the attention of the brethren to these 
things. 

But it is often the case that preachers cannot be ob- 
tained ; and what shall be done to supply the defect ? 
Answer; encourege liberal publications. We are 
sometimes surprised at the want of attention to such 
important vehicles of information. There are many 
who plead poverty as an excuse for not taking a peri- 
odical paper, while perhaps they expend ten times 
the amount of the money required to pay for it, in the 
purchase of things entirely unnecessary. We speak 
advisedly on this subject. We find by experience 
that most of our delinquent subscribers, are in the hab- 
it of spending ten times the amount of the price of our 
paper, for that which does them no good and oftenr- 
times essential harm ; and many of those who refuse 
to patronize our work on account of poverty, are en- 
titled tothe same observation. We would exhort 
such brethren to look about them, and form the reso- 
Intiow to live up to the spirit of the age. Energy in 
the work of reform, should be the motto of every uni- 
versalist—devotedness to the cause of truth should 
characterize every believer in the impartial goodness 
of God! Asan example worthy of imitation we give 
the following. A friend and believer recently in- 
formed us that he bad, for a long time expended 
iwenty-five cents a week for arde!t spirits, but re- 
cently, on counting the cost, had ascertained that it 
amounted to thirteen dollars ayear! The impropri- 
ety of incurring this unnecessary expense had stared 
him in the face; and he haddetermined to avoid it» 
and to subscribe for the Gospel Advocate, and de- 
vote the remaining eleven dollars to the support of 
preaching and the purchase of other publicotions !— 
A noble resoiution indeed! Brethren; we appeal to 
you—to your generosity, good sense and philanthro- 
phy! Awake to righteousness and sin not !— Editor. 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 

It is no more than justice to record the anti-chris- 
tian and evil practices of sectarians; and we give 
the following as a specimen of the spirit that works in 
the children of darkness, not witha view to excitecon- 
tempt towards the calvinists,but to bring into exercise 
emotions of pity for the oppressed—* the widow and 
fatherless,” and commiseration for those who wor. 
ship the beast of limitarianism. With the subject 
of the following ecclesiastical censure the writer has 
had a short acquaintance, and is free to declare, that 
her intelligence, charity, and christian resignation to 
the ills of life, are such as to bid defiance to tiie tongue 
of slander, or the breath of reproach. Even those who 

.oould coolly add unnecessary afflictions to more than 
widowed female—could wantonly assail the peace of 
a dependent family, dare not bring forwaré a charge 
of immorality against the object of their unholy mal- 
tce, Shesaw the fulness of God’s love for such sin- 
ful beings as her accusers; and because she enier- 
tained the blissful bope of a world’s salvation, she 
was cut off from the society of “ the faithfuL” But, 


how consoling the belief,that even her persecutors will 
How delightful the ay. 
surance that the keys of heaven and hell are not in 
the hands of censorious partialists! May God forgive 
them, for charity inclines us to believe they “ know 
not what they do.” 
The following letter was received by Mrs. Coo! 

a little more then ten days after she’had turned from 
the ** beggarly elements” of calvinism. 


LETTER 1. 
West Bloomfield, Sept. 15, 1825 
Mrs. Mary Coouey, 

Madam—As you still retain your relation 
to this Church, and as the members are bound 
by their solemn covenant to exercise a christian 
watch over you, and christian discipline to. 
wards you, in all cases where the laws and 
rules of Christ require it, they are constrained, 
in christian faithfulness, to state to.you thevol. 
lowing matiers of complaint oe grievanck 
which they have against you. 

First, That you have, for more than tep 
years that you have been absent from them, ' 
neglected to apply to them for a dismission, a 
recommendation to some regular Church ig 
fellowship with them. This neglect they cone 
sider as very irregular and blameable, as it tends 
to produce much disorder in the Churches, and 
much neglect of duty, apostacy and sin in 
members separated from the Church to which 
they belong. Your neglect, for.so many years, 
to apply for a dismission, has long been matter 
of grievance and offence to your brethren of 
this Church; and they acknowledge that they 
ought Jong since to have called you to account 
for it, 

Secondly, You are charged, by common and 
highlycredible reports,w'th Having departed from 
your covenant engagement, in Genying an im- 
portant and essential article of our Confession 
of Faith, to which you solemnly gave your as 
sent. tis currently reported; that you deny 
the final and eternal punishment of the wicked ; 
and avow your belief that all men will f-: 
nally be saved. This opinion is a direct deni- 
al of our Confession of Faith, and of many 
plain and express declarations of the Word. of 
God ; and, indeed, is in direct opposition to the 
whole tenor and current language of the scrip- 
tures. The Church, therefore, view the opin- 
ion you are said to hold as false and unseript- 
ural—as a departure from “ the faith once de 
livered to the saints”—and, in short, asa gross 
and dangerous heresy. Of course, if you do 
uot renounce this error and heresy, the Church 
| will be obliged to cut you off as a heretic from 
| their communion. 
| That the Chorch nay ascertain the truti or 
‘falsehood of the reports respecting you, and 

know what christian duty and faithfulness re- 
_ quire them to do in this case, you are hereby 
cited to appear before the Church on or before 
| the 6th day of October next, and give them 
_ christian satisfaction for your long neglect to ap 


| ply for a dismission, and for the heretieal opit 


| be delivered from their sins. 


} 
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“gon which yeu are said to have embraced. 
By vote of the Church, 
EBEN’s, FITCH, Pastor. 
REMARKS, 

When the foregoing letter is stripped of the sac- 
nedness #hich hasbeen attached {o such productions by 
“blinded custom, and exhibited in its glaring barren- 
ness tthe philosophic mind, it appears too bare faced 
an impesition to require a moment’s serious attention. 
Itmight have done honor to the dark ages of the world. 
Once is might have been considered of consequence ; 
but now thank heaven it appears as it is, the necro- 
mancy of priest-craft! Its reverend author) must al- 
most b beside himself. He can hardly realize the 
advance of intellect in these latter days! This is th 
pineteenth century,—not the dark age of bulls and 

ish denunciatiens! But let the charge be exain 
ined. What had the accused been guilty of? Ans. 
*Itis currently reported that you deny the final and 
eternal punishment of the wicked: and avew your 
belief that all men will finally be saved! !” This i: 
the * head and frent of her offending.” Well, sup 
pose she had done thus, was it such a damnadle and 
excommuni¢able a thing to believe thus when it is 
declared to be the will of God to have all men to be 
gaved? Has it come to this, that to believe the testi- 
mony of all God holy prophets ever since the world 
began, is heresy? 

We-can dono less than notice briefly the un- 
supported staiement of the writer of the foregoing let- 
ter,relative to the doctrine which he pronounces her- 
ey. * It is,” says he, * 9 direct denial of our Cop- 
fession of Faith.” Well, whatifit is? Are we from 
thence to cunclude, that every opinion is heretical 
which denies the presbyterian Confession of Faith? 

Has Christ, or Peter, or Paul, or any other inspir- 
ed person, ever said that a man or woman should be 
considered a heretic for not believeing tle chate 
chism, or presbyterian creed? We advise our pres- 
byteriau friends to examine their bibles to see if any 
such sentiments are therein contained. But farther : 
the accusers of Mrs Geoley go on to assert that her 
belief is contrary fo ** many plain and express de- 
clarations of the word of God, &c: We deny the as. 
sertion; aud in behalf of the accused call on her 
quandam brethren to name a single passage which 
contradicts her belief in * the final salvation of all 
men.” Weshall send this paper to the gentleman 
who made the assertion; and solemnly declare, that 
if he will produce only one passage, in support of his 
position, we will either show to the world that he is 
mistaken, or coufess our error before the public. 
Our columns are open to him, or any of lus brethren ; 
and if they refuse to. aecept the offer, we shall take 
the ligerty to believe, that he knows he cannot sub- 
stantiate his declarations! We have already said 
more on the subject of the letter of the Church than 
is necessary, and refer the reader to the following re- 
ply, which was written by Mrs. Cooly, and forward- 
to the author of the foregoing. 


LETTER 2. 
Stafford, Sept. 25,, 1825. 

Dear Friends, Brethren, &: Sisters in the Lord : 

I received your letter of the 15th inst. con- 
taining many matters of complaint against me, 
and grievences and offences to you. In the 
first place, you speak of your solemn Covenant, 
which I consider the work of men, not of God; 
Next, of you: christian discipline, where the 
rules and laws of Christ require it, &c. As to 
this, Thold myself accountable to God, as 
ene of his croated beings made subject to vani- 





ty; but’ not to the laws and creeds of men. 

Iwill now attempt to answer the charges 
preferred against me. As to the first ; I cap 
very easily answer: My situation in life has 
been unsettled, and society to which I should 
unite, being very remote, I thought it not best 
to withdraw from you, until I became settled. 
As to “ neglect of duty, apostacy, and sin,” J 
would remind you that God is able to keep his 
own children in the way of their duty, and 
from apostacy or sin if they inhabit the mos} 
barren wilds, independent of man’s “ disci- 
pline,” aud I am not for popularity and hypoc- 
risy, but honesty before God and men. 

In the second place, you charge me with 
having departed from my covenant engage- 
menis, in Jenying an “important and essential 
Article of your Confession of Faith, to which I 
solemnly gave my assent.” To [a part of } this 
I plead guilty.* You say “it is currently re- 
ported that I deny the final and eternal pun- 
ishment of the wicked, and avow a_ belief that 
all men will finally be saved.” To this I also 
plead guilty, and thanks be to God that he has 
thrown so much light into my mind! And-this 
I know is against your Confession of Faith.— 
But when you say it is against the express gec- 
larations of the word of God, I think you great- 
ly err not fully understanding the scriptures.— 
I will quote one of the many passages that sup- 
port the doctrine which I believe. 1 Tim. ii. 3 
—6. “For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour; who will have all 
men to be saved and come unto the knowledge 
of the truth: For there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; who gave himself aransom ror 
ALL to be testified in duc time.” You speak 
of the belief I profess being a “ departure from 
the faith once delivered to the saints,” and a 
gross and dangerous heresy. But, read Acts, 
xxiv. 14—16. “ But this I confess unto thee, 
that after the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers, believing all 
things which are written in the law and the 
prophets; and have hope towards God, which 
they themselves also allow, that there shall be 
a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
unjust; and herein do I exercise myself, to 
have always a conscience void of offence to- 
wards God and men.” 

You speak of my renouncing my present 
belief or you will be obliged to cut me off as a 
heretic, from your communion. This I supe 
pose you will do, but remember, you cannot 
cast me out of the love of God, or the faith I 
have in the love of Christ. 

Having gone through with answering your 


*To prevent a misconception of this confession, the 
words inclosed in brackets are added to the original 


copy. , Thesense would be the same without them 
if considered with what follows. She did not mean 
to admit that the articles of the Confession of Fai h 
were “ important - essential,” but that she was 
guilty of departing froma belief in those articles.<- 
Rd, Ges. dee. 
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letter, I shall now proceed to make . some re- 
marks which occur to my mind. 





the Jews with the blind man. ‘They would not 
believe that he was born blind, until they had 
the testimony of his parents,, who ventured to 
say, “ this is our son, and he was born blind.” 


Ths evidence they could not deny: He was} 


You will find | 


in John ix, an account of the proceedings of | munications relating tothe above affair. 


REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING. 
Want of room prevents the insertion of other com. 
Suffice j 
| (0 say ; rs. Cooley was excommunicated no 

heretic! ! Nocharge has been, as yet preferred & 
gainst her, except those above mentioned; and 
| was consigned over to the buffetings of satan, for ba, 
lievyng and daring to avow her belicf in the + res, 
tution ofall things !” But we bope satan will neve; 


born blind; but how doth he see? Here the | take from her the hope sh¢ now enjoys. She has ay 


arents acted a part dictated to them by fear. 

hey answered; by what means he hath re- 
ceived his sight, or who hath opened his eyes 
we know not.” Here they at least equivoca- 
‘ted, and consequently continu ‘d in the syna- 
gogue! But the blind man placed the most im- 
plicit confidence in Jesus, who had opened his 
eyes, and they cast him out of the synagogue. 
But this could not injure him in the end, for 
he suffered for righteousness’ sake. Men may 
kill us in this respect, but they cannot cast us 
into hell afierwards! We are happy, if our 
consciences are clear, though we be killed or 
put out of the church. 
me on account of sin committed ; but only on 
account of faith in that Saviour, who, I believe, 
will open the eyes of all who are born spiritu- 
ally blind; and as an earnest of this, he has o- 
pened the eyes of my understanding so that I 
am enabled to see it already. This is a lamen- 
tation, and must be for a lamentation ;—not so 
much on account of privileges denied, as on 
account of an anti-christian spirit exhibited a- 


You cannot condemn | 


inheritance of which her opponents cannot deprive 
her. A conciousness of her uprightness af heart, 
the sincerity of her belief, and the grace of our A}. 
mighty @ed, will cause ner to triumph over the assults 
of earth and hell combined. May the example of 
her fortitude and independence of soul excite ey 
believer to the performance of duty—so that the mid, 
die walls of partition may broken down and the 
hearts of Christians be forever united in love!—Eq, 
wor. 


MISANTHROPIST, 

Isa hater of mankind; one that abandons 
society froma principle of discontent. The 
consideration of the depravity of human nature 
| is certainly enough to raise emotions of sorrow 
‘in the breast of every mah of the least  sensie 
| bility ; yet itis our duty to bear with the follies 
‘of mankind ; to lessen, if possible, by our exer. 
‘tions the sum of moral and natural evil; and 

by connecting ourselves with society, to add at 
least something to the general interests of map, 
‘kind. The mianthropist, therefore, is an up 
‘generous and dishonorable character. Dis 





gainst reason and mercy! Does the belief of | gusied with life, he seeks a retreat from it; 


God's universal goodness deserve to be treated 
with such unwarrantable severity? Is it a 
crime to believe that God is good to the evil 
and unthankful; to the just and unjust? When 
a person is excommunicated for crime commit- 
ted, or for a belief of doctrines incompatible 
with truth or the scriptures, it is no doubt suit- 
able and expedient? Bunt to excommunicate a 
person with a bible in his heart, and in his 
mi uth,—and to cut him off from privileges 
which he still esteems, and to treat him harsh- 
ly, and to render him as vile and odious as may 
be, because his faith in the scriptures is greater, 
bis love to God and man stronger, and his walk 
and conduct not less circumspect than before ; 
is, I confess, a degree of wisdom (if I may calli 
it so) to which I have not attained. 

Men of candor have, invariably believed, 
that it is unreasonable and anti-christian, to 
connect turpitude of heart as that which is the 
necessary attendant on the belief of universal 
salvation. The opposite idea has seldom been 
entertained, only in weak and prejudiced minds. 
I must confess, that 1 never knew what true 
and sincere religion was, until I embraced 
God’s universal love toman, Since that time, 
I have enjoyed peace, comfort, and hope in the 
Holy Ghost. I wish you all farewell, in the 
love of Christ. 1 cannot attend your citation 
on the sixth of October ; but shall probably vi- 
sit Bloomfield in the course of the winter. 

Yours, in christian love and esteem, 


MERCY COOLEY 


‘like a coward, he flees from the scene of action, 
| while he increases his own misery by his na- 
| tural discontent, and leaves others to do what 
they can for themselves. 


> In the Discoure of brother Rezsz on the day 
of judgment, many typogra hical errors e ca»ed no- 
tice. The most of them, however, are not of very 
great consequence, though we regret their having es 
caped observation during the progress*of its publica- 
tion. The most promivent will be detected by the 
judicious reader, which will, we think, render it ua- 
necessary to publisb an Errata. 


The following Universalist Books are for sale by 
R. W. Haskins, at the Buffalo Book Store, viz : 


Balfour’s second Inquiry, being an examination 
into the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
Devil and Satan, &c. 

Rev. L. C. Todd’s works, 

Kneeland’s Greek Testament, 

do. Greek and English,. 
do. English only, 
do. Sermons, 

Universalist Magazine, 

Gospel Herald, 

Young on Restoration, 

Balluu’s Treatise on atonement, 

do. Notes on the Parables, 
do. . Sermons, assorted. 


Sept. 21, 1826. 
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H. A. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 
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